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Two Letters of Mr. Fox to M. Bertrand de Moleville. 


R, FOX, in his fpeech in Parliament on the 3d of 
Kebruary lJaft, alluded to the curious account given by 
M. Bertrand de Moleville of the declaration made by the 
Emperor at Mantua, and which Mr. Fox confidered as an ag. 
greflion againft France. In confequence of the hafty report 
of it publifhed in the Morning Chronicle, M. Bertrand de 
Moleville addreffed a letter to Mr. Fox, faying, that he had 
not attended to his explanation of the affair, for that the un- 
fortunate Louis XVI. only invited the Emperor “ To make 
a feigned coalition with the Empire, Pruffia, Ruffia, Spain, 
and the Kings of Naples and Sardinia, to declare, but not to 
make aflual war againit France.” 
In anfwer to this letter, Mr. Fox wrote M. Bertrand de 
Moleviile the following : 


“ SIR, 

“ Lhave received the letter you did me the honour of 
*, riting tome, and am very forry that the affertion I thought 
it neceflary to make, and which, after all, I by no means 
think inaccurate, fhould have given you any pain; it was far 
from being my intention. I confefs, Sir, that I quoted you 
from an extraét from your book, which appeared in the 
public papers ; but after attentively reading your letter, I do 
not find that that extra€t was inaccurate. They who fegn 
acoalition, who declare war ; they, in fhort, who threaten, 
do, in my apprehenfion, attempt to diftate by force; and it 
may be faid, without inaccuracy or injuftice, that they who 
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negociated for the purpofe of producing thofe meafures, en. 
couragéd foreign powers to interfere in the affairs of France, 
and even to diétate to her by force, alterations in her Govern. 
ment. 

‘“* With refpe&t to the unfortunate Monarch for whofe 
memory you manifeft a folicitude which does you honour, 
no man in this country lamented his death more than my. 
felf; no,man, as.you obferve, was more fhocked at the 
cruelty and injuftice of thofe who condemned him to fuffer; 
but thefe fentiments may furely be entertained without ap. 
proving all that he did, whether a¢ting from the di&tates of 
his own mind, or purfuant to the counfel of others. Still, 
as 1 am perfuaded that very few Princes would have aéted bet. 
ter in his fituation, and that that part of his condué to which 
€ cannot but impute error, was punifhed far beyond what it 
merited; I pity him much more than I cenfure him ; and 
when I found myfelf obliged to fpeak of his faults, or, at 
teaft, of what appeared to me to deferve that term, I did not 
do.it to infult his memory, or even to throw any manner of 
blame upon him, but merely to fhow that France had real 
grounds of complaint againft Auftria, and was juftified in de. 
claring war againft her. 

‘** Thave not your work here, but I will procure it without 
delay ; in the mean time I own, whether prejudiced or not, 
that it will be no eafy thing to perfuade me that a fecret con. 
neftion, or, indeed, any fecret underflanding with Auftria, 
of whatever nature it may have been, was not an error, to 
{fay the ‘leaft of it, on the part-of Louis XVI. fitwated as he 
wis. 

*\ J havethe honour to be, with the higheft confideration, 
Sir, your’s, &c. &c. 

“C. J. FOX. 
* $0, Anne’s Illi, Sunday, Feb. 9, 1800,” 


M. Bertrand de Moleville replied, that the declaration of 
Mantua was never publifhed ; that it remained a pertett {e- 
cret bothto the French and to Europe, and in faét, that it 
was wholly unknown till he publifhed it in his memoirs; 


and that this declaration confequently could not juftify the 
French in commencing war agaift the Emperor. 
To this Mr. Fox rejoined as follows :— 
SIR 


, 
«é 


I know not whether the public papers have reported 
what I faid on the fubject of the declaration at Mantua core 
retily 
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re&tly or not. I certainly did not fay that what paffed in 
that city was the motive by which France was determined to 
declare war; but that the declaration made there, with other 
circumftances, which, as well as that declaration, were not 
known till a long time after, turnifh inconteftable proofs that 
the Auftrian Government had taken a part in hoftile defigns 
that had in view the internal Government of France, which 
is, in my opinion, a very juft caufe of war : I fay hoftile 
defiens, becaufe, to declare war and advance troops, appear 
to me very unequivocal hoftilities. Befides, if Auftria did 
not attempt to compel France, fhe was, at leaft, in league 
with a French magiftrate to deceive her by hoftile appear- 
‘ances, which, fo far as refpeéts the juttification of the waron 
the part of the French, comes nearly to the fame thing. 
France, though ignorant of the declaration at Mantua, had 
many reafons for believing a league of that kind which has 
been fince demonftrated. It feem to me, that in believing it 
fhe had good grounds. She declared war upon appearances 
more or lefs convincing; and the declaration at Mantua, 
among other faéts, proves that fhe was not deceived in thofe 
appcarariccs. 

After this frank flatement of my fentiments upon this: 
fubjeét, you muft be fenfible, Sir, that it is not pofhible for 
me to acknowledge amiftake of which I am not convinced, 
either by faét or reafoning. I doubt we can never agree on 
this point. On the one hand, I may be blinded to a certain 
degree by my averfion to the abominable principle~ of the 
coalition againft France, and flill more by the horror I feel at 
the cruelty, hy pocrify, infincerity, and bafenefs, which have 
marked the c: adit tof the powers engaged init; and, onthe 
other hand, your veneration for the late King, and the fen- 
timents with which his misfortunes and fufferings mult na- 
turally have infpired you, may prevent your being altogether 
vithout prejudice on ceriain points. 

I have the honourto be, with the moft perfe& confider- 
ation, Sir, your’s, &c. &c, 

C. J. FOX. 
St. Anne’s Hill, February 13.” 


‘-P.S. On reperufing your former letter, 1 fee that the 

lat expreffion in the report of the Morning C! hronicle is not 

correct. I did not fay, to compel them to depart from a 

Sufter m wht: A they — ht nece ‘Mary t ) thetr own internal hap. 

faye think I faid, to deciate by force of arms changes in 
2H 2 treir 
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their internal Government, or, to interfere by force in their 
enternal Government. 

** This error appears to me very immaterial, and I fhould 
wot have noticed it had I not obferved that you rather lay a 
ftrefs on that part of the report which is incorre&t, and con. 
fequently upon expreflions which, in faét, I did not ufe. 

ee ae Ee LL. 





OF SOMNAMBULISTS. 


WITH A HISTORY OF TWO WHO FELL UNDER THE AUTHOR’s 
OBSERVATION. 


[From Smellie’s «* Philofophy of Natural Hiftory,” vol. 11, 4to.] 


Remarkable phenomenon, which is fometimes exhibited 

in fleep, merits attention.—Some people, during fleep, 
retain the faculties of feeing, hearing, fpeaking, walking, 
Jaughing, crying, and, in general, doing almoft every thing 
they are accuflomed to perform when they are awake. Near 
thirty years ago, I had an opportunity of examining a 
ftriking example of fomnambulifm. Within a mile of 
Edinburgh, I happened to refide fome time in a farmer’s 
houfe. Mr. Baird, my Jandiord, had a fervant maid, whole 
name was Sarah, I was not long there, when I learned from 
the family, that Sarah, particularly after receiving an affront, 
or being angered, was accuflomed to rife in her fleep, to go 
out, and to walk about the fields. My curiofity was excited; 
and I begged to be informed the firft time that Sarah fhould 
rife in her fleep, <A few nights afterward, one of Mr, 
Baird’s fons awaked me, and told me that Sarah had got out 
of bed. I immediately haftened to the apartment where fhe 
flept. When I arrived, Mr. and Mrs. Baird, one of their 
fons, and a fervant-maid, Sarah’s companion, were prefent. 
Sarah was in the midft of them. She was flightly and care- 
Jefsly clothed. Her neighbour fervant perfuaded her to fit 
down. I took my feat by her. We began immediately to 
converfe. She anfwered any queftions that were put to her 
pretty diftin€&ly ; but fhe always miftook the perfon who 
fpoke, for fome other, which gave us an opportunity of 
afluming any character within the circle of her acquain- 
tance. 

I knew that one of the farmer’s fervants, whofe name was 
John Porteous, was a lover of her’s; and therefore I ad- 
dreffed her in the ftyle which I {uppofed John might have 
jumetimes 
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fometimes done. From that moment, fhe began to-fcold me, 
upbraided me with feveral breaches of promife to marry her, 
and defired me, in the moft peremptory manner, never again 
to {peak to her on that topic. 

The converfation was accordingly changed. I talked of 
her miftrefs who was inthe room, becaufe I knew that they 
had occafional quarrels. Till now, I fufpetted that the 
whole was a trick, but for what purpofe1 could not difcover. 
Sarah, however, abufed Mrs. Baird in the harfheft terms. 
She faid, but the other day, fhe had been accufed of flealing 
and drinking fome bottles of ale ; that her miftrefs was fuf- 
picious, cruel, and narrew-minded. As the miftrefs of the 
houfe was prefent, when thefe and other opprobrious terms 
were ufed, 1 began to doubt my preconceived notion of im- 
pofture ; and therefore changed the obje& of my experi- 
ments and inquiries. I examined her countenance, and 
found that her eyes, though open, wild, and flaring, were 
not abfolutely fixed. I took a pin, and repeatedly pricked 
her arm; but not a mufcle moved, not a fymptom of pain 
was difcoverable. 

At laft, fhe became impatient to get out, and made feveral 
attempts to get out by the door; but that was prevented by 
the domeftics. Perceiving her inability to force the door, 
fhe made a fudden {pring at the window, and endeavoured to 
throw herfelf over, which would have been fatal toher. To 
semove every fufpicion of impofture, 1 defired the people, 
with proper precautions to prevent harm, totry if fhe would 
really precip:tate herfelf from the window. A feemingly 
free accefs was left fur her efcape, which the perceived, and 
tinftantiy darted with fuch force and agility, that more than 
one half of her body was projetted before her friends were 
aware. They, however, laid hold of her, and prevented the 
dreadtul cataftrophe. She was again prevailed upon, though 
with much reluétance, to fit down. She foon refumed her 
former calmnefs, and freely anfwered fuch queftions as were 
put to her. 

This fcene continued for more than an hour. I was per- 
fe&tly convinced, notwithftanding my original fafpicions, 
that the woman was a€luated by ftrong and natural impul{es, 
and not by any defign to deceive. 1 afked if any of the at. 
tendants knew how to awaken her. A female fervant re- 
plied, that fhe did. She immediately, to my aflonifhment, 
laid hold of Sarah’s wrift, forcibly {queezed and rubbed the 
projecting bones, calling our, at the fame time, Sarah, Sarah ! 
By this operation, Sarah awoke. She flared with amazement, 
looked 
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Jooked around, and afked, how fo many people came to be 
in her apartment at fo unfeafonable an hour ? After fhe was 
completely awake, I afked her, what was the caufe of her 
reftle{s and violent agitation ? She replied, that fhe had been 
dreaming that fhe was purlued by a turious bull, who was 
every moment on the point of goring her. 

A pretty fimilar example afterward occurred. Mr. Tho- 
mas Parkinfon, thena ftudent of medicine in the univerfity 
of Edinburgh, was accuftomed to talk and anfwer queftions 
inhis fleep. This fa&t was known to his companions. To 
amufe ourlelves, two of us went gently into his chamber 
while he was afleep. We knew that he was in love with a 
young lady in Yorkfhire, the place of his nativity. We 
whiipered her name repeatedly in his car. He foon began 
to tofs about his hands, and to {peak incoherently. He gra- 
dually became more calm and recollefted. His imagination 
took the direftion we intended. Hethought he was ftationed 
under the lady’s window, and repeatedly upbraided her for 
not appearing and {peaking to him as fhe had fo often done on 
former occafions. At lait, he became impatient, ftarted ap, 
Jaid hold of books, fhoes, and every thing he could eafily 
grafp. Thinking his miftrefs was afleep, he threw thefe 
articles againft the oppofite wall of his chamber. By what 
he faid, we learnt that his imaginary {cene lay in a flrect, atid 
that he was darting the books and fhoes at the lady’s window, 
in order to awake her. She, however, did not appear; and 
after tiring himfelf with frequent exertions, he went quietly 
into bed without wakening.. His eyes were nearly fhut ; and 
although he freely converfed with us, did not feem to per- 
ceive thatany perfon was prefent with him. Next day, we 
told him what had happened ; but he faid, that he had only a 
faint recollectionof dreaming about his miftrefs. 

In the French Encyclopedia, under the word Noiambule, 
we have an account of a ftudent of divinity, in the uni- 
verlity of Bourdeaux, who was accuftomed to rife in his 
fleep, and to read and write without the ufe of hiseyes. The 
fact is attefled by the Archbifhop of Bourdeaux, who thought 
yt a phenomenon worthy of his attention: Left he fhould 
have been deceived by the young man, he interpofed an ob- 
ftacle between his eyes and the paper on which he was read- 
ing or writing. Buthe read and wrote in the fame manner, 
and with equal accuracy, as if no fuch obftacle had exifted. 

A recent and authentic account of a fleep-walker, has been 
publifhed on the continent, and now tranflated into Englifh, 
under the title of “ A true and furprizing account of a Na- 
9) tural 
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tural Sleep-walker, read before the Philofophical Society of 
Laufanne, in Swifferland, on the 6th of February, 1788.” 
This fleep-walker’s name is Devand. At the time the fol- 
lowing experiments and obfervations were made upon. him 
under the direétions of the fociety, he was between thirteen 
and fourteen years of age. His conftitution was weakly, 
and his nerves extremely irritable. The fociety appointed 
three of its members, Dr. Levade, and Meflieurs Reynier 
and Van Bercham, to make and report their obfervations on 
the fleeping exertions and behaviour of this young man. 
Thele gentlemen faithfully executed the injunftions they had 
received, and reported the refuits of the experiments they 
bad made, and whatever authentic relations they procured 
trom others. 

His ordinary fleep, which is feldom tranquil, when about 
to be feized with a fit of fomnambulifm, is uncommonly 
difturbed. While in this flate, he is affe¢ted with involuntary 
motions ;_ his heart palpitates ; his tongue faulters; and he 
alternately rifes up and lies down. On one of thefe oc. 
cafions, the gentlemen remarked, that he foon articulated 
more diftinétly, rofe fuddenly, and atted agreeably to the 
motives of the dream which then occupied his imagination. 
When too quickly roufed by a violent noife, or other caufes, 
he is fometimes feized with convulfions. After a paroxy{m, 
he complains of being fatigued ; and, on fome occafions, is 
affeéted with ficknefs and vomiting. 

At firft, when he awoke, and found himfelf dreffed, and 
in the midft of feveral perfons, his {urprize was great. But 
after che babit of fomnambulifm-had continued for fome 
time, recolle&tion of fimilar events, as formerly remarked 
with regard to difagrecable dreams, gradually diminifhed his 
furprize. ‘ The ideasof aboy at {chool muft neceffarily be 
few and fimple; and, of courfe, his dreams can admit of lit- 
tle variation. His daily verfions, cyphering, the church 
{pires, and bells, but chiefly tales of gholts and hobgoblins, 
were the principal obje&s of his nightly vifions. When his 
mind was impreffed. with particular ideas before going to 
fleep,, which is nothing uncommon, thefe ideas frequently 
conftituted or gave a direétion to his dreams. 

The gentlemen exa:minators mention fome effe&s of clec- 
tricity and magnetifm upon our fomnambulift. But, in the 
tranilation (fur I have not {een the original) the faéts are cb- 
icure, uninterefiing, and fometimes even contracittory ; and 
thercfore fhall be paffed over in hilence. 

Upon 
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Upon this curious fubje& I muft mention a fingular 
converfation which happened in my houfe many years 
aco. The'company confifted of the learned and ingenious 
Dr. Reid, at prefent Profeffor of Morals in the univerfity of 
Glafzow, and the no lefs intelligent and ingenious Dr. Black. 
lock, both wel! known in the literary world. Dr. Reid, 
among many other queftions, afked Dr. Blacklock, if he 
had any idea of light ? Dr. Blacklock replied, that ‘he had 
not, beingdeprived of fight, fo early as the fecond year of 
his exiftence. Dr. Reid then atked him, if there was any 
éifference between his ideas of perfons and objeéts when he 
dreamed, and thofe which were excited while awake? Dr, 
Blacklock replied, that the difference was great; that he 
doubted whether he could communicate this difference in 
{uch a manner as to be underftood ; but that he would make 
the attempt. His anxiety to pleafe and inform, madé his 
explanation at firft fo obfcure and perplexed, that it could 
not be underftood. This perplexity he perceived; retra&ted 
what he had faid as unintelligible; and, with fome degreé of 
exultation, exclaimed, “ Now Ihaveit.” He then told us, 
that, when awake, he could diftinguifh perfons three’ ways : 
the moft perfeét of which wasthat of hearing them fpeak ; 
but he could aifo recognize an acquaintance by feeling his 
head and fhoulders. The third mode of diftinétion was by 
attending, without the aid of fpeech, to the found and man- 
ner of breathing. He then proceeded, and told us, that, in 
fleep, the objeéts which prefented themfelves to his imagi- 
nation were more vivid, and that, without the intervention of 
any of the three modes mentioned above, he had diftin&t per- 
ceptions of diftant objeéts, both animated and inanimated. 
Being afked by what means he thought thefe impreflions were 
conveyed to him, he replied, that he imagined his body was 
united to their’s by a kind of diftant contaét, which was ef. 
feted by the inftrumentality of thredds or ftrings, which 
proceeded from their bodies to his own; and that mutual 
ideas were conveyed by vibrations of thefe flrings. The 
Dotior could not come nearer to the point; for, though 
what he faid did not amount to ideas excited by aétual vifion, 
yet the approach was altonifhingly near. 


_—_—_— oo -— -—-——™”™ _-—_- —- ~~ -—— = 


CURIOUS METHOD ef DUELLING. 





A. Singular mode of determining a point of honour was 
2X lately hit upon in America; a perfon, who had been 
6 a carpenter 
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a carpenter, having received a. challenge from an officer in 
the army, on account of fome imaginary affront, and not at- 
tending to it, was waited on by his antagonift, to know his 
determination ; he obferved, that being allowed by, the laws 
of chivalry to choofe his weapons, he had only waited to 
avail himfelf of that privilege; then.taking the challenger 
into an adjoining -apartment,. where two large gzmdlets lay 
upon a table, “* There, Sir,” faid he, “ thofe are my wea- 
pons ;” “ I don’t know what you mean, Sir,” faid the of- 
ficer. _“‘ I mean Sir,” faid he, opening his bofom, “ that 
if you can bore.a hole fooner than I can, the matter is fet- 
tled.)’ It is hardly neceflary to fay that this propofal was 
not accepted. 





THE SYLPH; 
OR, 


Tue HISTORY or SOPHIA MERTON. 
(Continued from Page 191.) 


CHARACTERISTICKS OF A BUTTERFLY. 

Butterfly is lively, a€tive, and vivacious, and excels in 

the art of agreeable trifling. He laughs a little, but 
not muchi ; his face generally wears a playful {mile, expref- 
five of {prightlinefs. He dances, fits down to a card table, 
or enters into converfatign, juft as the company, particularly 
the ladies, are difpofed. He has always fomething to fay, 
being extremely well acquainted with the anecdotes of the 
day ; and where there is a theatre, is generally a theatrical 
critic. The butterfly is an adept in the {cience of flirtation, 
but without attaching himfelf very particularly to any one 
lady, although he ufually fhews a preference to three or four 
of the moft con{picuous for beauty, wit, or accomplilhments 
inthe circle in which he moves. He divides his attentions 
amongft a room full of ladies with the greateft eafe, paying 
to each fome .compliment appropriate to her alone: he 
prefles the hand of the beauty, his eyes {parkle at the re- 
partees of the wit, and hc hears with an air of deference the 
obfervations and the di€tates of the belle who has long figured 
in the world of fafhion. 

Amongft the men, a butterfly is confidered as a pleafant, 
gentlemanlike man. Amongit the ladies he is fpoken of as 
an entertaining, good-humoured creature, and ever received 
with afmile. He isa perfeét judge of drefs, and informs 
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the fair-what is becoming or unbecoming in their attire: on 
this dangerous ground the butterfly treads with a carelefs 
grace, and when he finds fault, mixes a few compliments 
with his remarks, which prevent his giving offence. In pro. 
vincial towns butterflies are diétators in all public amufe. 
ments, and’ defpotic fovereigns over all a€tors, aftreffes, &c, 
A genteel air, and a perfe& knowledge of the forms of balls 
and affemblies, are indifpenfible ina butterfly, This clafs 
have fometimes talents for bufinefs, and are often profeffional 
men, and in thefe cafes the paflive good will of their male 
acquaintance, with the -a€tive influence of the ladies, carry 
them a great.way in the road of preferment. Hutbands, 
fathers, and brothers are feldom jealous of butterflies, and 
give them free leave to flutter about their houfes at plea. 
fure : but the lovers are not quite fo eafy, as they often find 
a butterfly very much in their way, and taking up the atten. 
tion of the fair, whom they with to engrofs to themfelves, 
Since the minds of the ladies have been enlightened and im- 
proved by polite literature, itis abfolutely neceffary that a 
butterfly fhould both {peak and write with propriety. 

This clafs was once very numerous, and well known in 
Britain fo early “as the reign of Anne. The gallant Will 
Honeycomb bears’a ftrong likenefs to a butterfly in the de. 
cline of life; and the fhoeing horns which are-alfo men. 
mentioned in the Speétator, are certainly branches from the 
fame root : and, indeed, in this capacity they often aét even 
at the-prefent day. In the time of Will Honeycomb, 
when the butterfly charafter was not come to perfeétion, tt 
was dafhed with libértini{m, or at.leaft with an affeétation of 
it, and now that the clafs is on the decline, it is fometimes 
mixed with occafional fupercihoufnefs ; and the alarming 
increafe of this fpecies of infolent affeétation, bids fair to 
annihilate the butterfly charaéter, in which circumftance f{o- 
ciety will certainly be alofer. The fylph begs leave to 
affure-the fupercilious gentlemen, that however they may 
defpife the butterfly, he has the advantage of them inevery 
point of view. The fupercilious man difpleafes, and is un- 
civil; the butterfly pleafes, and is obliging : The latter has 
friends ready to ferve him in the little concerns of life; 
while the Vexations and difappointments of the former call 
forth no commiferation: The butterfly makes no foes; the 
fupercilious man is furrounded by concealed enemies, and 
the molt tavourable idea he excites is indifference. 
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WINTER AMUSEMENTS CONTINUED. 

The welcome day of the weekly aflembly returned, and 
Sophia attended Mifs Saxby to the room: the latter fat down 
to cards foon after fhe entered, which my ward declined. 
Everard was prefent, and at the beginning of the evening af- 
fe&ted not to notice Sophia, except by cool civility ; but 
finding that mode of behaviour made no fort of impreffion 
on her, and that fhe did not even appear to obferve the dif- 
ference of his manner, he became extremely afliduous, and 
his looks were expreffive of all that refpeétful tendernefs, 
which he fhould ever moft fteadily have adhered to, in order 
to have interefted the heart of Sophia. 

My wafd this evening was in rather a,penfive humour, 
and a converfation fhe had been engaged in, foon after fhe 
entered the aflembly room, witha gentleman of the name of 
Denbigh, (a lover of Lucy Vernon’s, and who was at that 
time very unhappy, and obliged to renounce all hopes of her 
friend,) had confiderably increaled her penfivenefs, and 
given a foftnefs to her manner which probably encouraged 
the attentions of Everard. Sophia was feated near one.of 
the card tables, and Everard ftood by the fide of her chair; 
and having taken her fan, which he held in his hand with 
evident marks of fatisfaétion, was employed in relating with 
great earneftnefs fome uninterefling narrative, to a gentleman 
who happened to be ftanding on the other fide of Sophia, 
and who, paying very little attention to the recital, in which 
Everard was bewildering himfelf and his hearers, obferved 
tomy ward, “ what beautiful white feathers ornamented her 
head-drefs : and enquired if fhe purchafed them in Mell- 
ford.”” At this moment Everard being called to cards by the 
party he had before engaged with, was obliged to relinquilh,a 
fituation which appeared to give him fo much pleafure, and 
reluétantly quitted the chair of Sophia. 

At the breaking up of the allembly, my ward clearly per- 
ceived that Everard would have been greatly pleafed with an 
opportunity of attending her to her own door (a compliment 
the gentlemen generally paid the ladies, although they had 
ufually a fervant waiting for each of them). Sophia, how- 
ever, being rather inclined that Clifford, who was then her 
favourite beau, fhould wait on her home, contrived to difap- 
point him. 

Auri has remarked, in a former part of this narrative, 
when defcribing the behaviour of Colonel Benfon, that there 
was often a playful childifhnefs in his behaviour to Mifs 
Merton; fomething of a fimilar kind was vifible in the man. 
213 ner 
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ner of Clifford, but not accompaniedwith the air of libertinifin 
fo apparent in Benfon: in Clifford it was lively and undefign. 
ing. Mifs Saxby feemed pleafed when fhe obferved this gay 
butterfly treat Sophia as an engaging child ; and fome pene. 
trating folks entertained an opinion, “ that the former Jady 
was employed in the very arduous tafk of converting the 
fluttering lively Clifford-into a hufband ;’’ and other people, 
equally fond of news, declared it to be' their belief, ‘* that 
Clifford was certainly plotting to gain the hand of Sophia 
Merton, and all his attention to Mifs Saxby was only to hide 
his real defign :’’ And thefe laft good folks were totally mif- 
taken inthe charaéter of Clifford. 

Sophia attended to her mufical ftudies ; walked with Mifs 
Saxby ; paid vifits to her other acquaintance ; flirted with 
Clifford ; wrote to Lucy Vernon ; worked a little ; reada 
few books ; and ftudied the arts of drefs and the improve. 
ment of her manner : thus paffed another week. ‘The day 
of the affembly again returned ; it happened to be the even. 
ing of that interview between Sophia and Colonel Benfon 
which the fylph has already defcribed, and will therefore 
now pafs it over in filence. 

A few days after my ward met Everard by accident at a 

‘morning vifit; his behaviour to her was expreffive of an af- 
fefted indifference: Sophia was neither mortified or dif- 
pleafed at the almoft daily changes of this her lover’s man- 
ner, which really began to amufe her very much ; and his 
fingular method of making love finely contrafted her lively 
‘flirtation with Clifford; and both together prevented the 
mind ‘of Sophia’ from becoming melancholy. Her fylph 
did not endeavour to divert her from this amufement, as he 
was devoid of all fear with refpeétto either of them.  Cllit- 
ford was a great favourite of my ward’s, but he did not in 
the leaft affeét her heart. She fat down to her harpfichord, 
and thought of his {prightly air as her fingers played a cor- 
refpondent ‘tune : When feated at her toilet, the refle&ted on 
his talte in drefs, and was’ pleafed to think he would admire 
the arrangement of her ornaments. The image of Clifford 
was a pleafing idea, which floated on the imagination of So- 
phia, but-without-in the fmalleft degree affeéting her judge- 
ment, or engaging her affeétions. 


(To be continued.) 
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GENERAL REVIEW of POLITICS, 





For Fearuary, 1800, 


RUSSIA. 


HE moft contradiftory reports have been circulated on 
the fubjeét of the withdrawing the Ruffian troops from 
a€ting any longer with the Imperialifts ; and the feverity of 
the feafon ftill preventing the arrival of the Hamburgh mails, 
no certain account on this important fubjeét has. yet tran- 
{fpired. For the prefent therefore, we think it beft to con- 
tent ourfelves with giving the fubftance of what Mr. Pitt faid 
in the Houfe of Commons relative to u, and which we con- 
fider as more deferving attention than any thing elfe that has 
appeared. 

Mr. Tierney, obferved the Britifh Minifter, fays Rufha has 
withdrawn herfelf from all Continental co-operation. Does 
it therefore follow that the alliance of that power can in no 
refpe& prove beneficial to this country and the common 
caufe ? May not the Ruffians be employed in maritime ex- 
peditions of great importance againft the enemy ? It is ob- 
vious that France will be neceflarily employed in the means 
of refiftance on a moll extenfive line of Continental frontier, 
and fhe will alfo have to provide for the defence of an ex- 
tenfive line of coaft. I donot mean ({aid Mr. Pitt) to enter 
into the fubjeét of any fuch expedition, or to fay aword on 
the determination of the Emperor of Ruffia. But if ow 
own force be increafed on the whole, fo as to make it greater 
than what it was before onthe frontiers of France, we can 
employ that increafe in a more powerful diverfion than we 
could have previoufly done. 

The objeét of granting a fubfidy to the Emperor of Ger- 
many, the Eleétor of Bavaria, and other ftates of the Empire 
is evidently to procure an increafe of force immediately on 
the Continent, and to placethe force to be employed againtt 
France in that quarter on an equal footing at leaft to what it 
was at the beginning of the laft campaign. Such were the 
deciarations of Mr. Pitt. 


GERMANY. 


At prefent a perfeét good underftanding appears to fubfift 
between Great Britain and the Emperor of Germany. Thet 
potentate has engaged to bring into the field amore powerful 
force than any which has been hitherto brought to a& againft 
theenemy. This force will be divided into three feparate 
armies ; 
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armies ; one on the Italian frontier underthe command of 
General Melas; a fecond on the borders of Switzerland from 
the Lake of Conftance to beyond Donauefchingen, under the 
orders of the Archduke Charles; and athird, extending 
from thence, along the Rhine, to Manheim, commanded by 
the beft of the Auftrian Generals, the gallant veteran Kray, 
They are intended not to be lefs than three hundred thoufand 
men, a force fully fufficient to cope with the French: The 
lapfe of a fhort time will fuffice to fhew whether fuch inten- 
tion will be realized. Great Britain, on her part, has adopted 
one mean of co-operation withthe Auftrian army of Italy, 
which, moft certainly, ought to have been adopted long ago— 
the blockade of Genoa. From that port having been left 
open the French arniy has been enabled to receive large fup- 
plies from the fouthern provinces of France, without which 
it could not have retained its footing in the Genoefe ter- 


ritory. 
FRANCE, 
The interior of France is ftill in that unfettled ftate which 
muft ever be produced by the abfence of a regular Govern- 
ment. The Government, or rather the ufurper—for his will 
is law—is placed in a moft awkward fituation by the complete 
failure of his ungracious attempt to realize thofe hopes of 
peace, by which he had bribed the people to acquiefce in his 
ufurpation. Fluétuating between the difficulty of Carrying 
on the war without having recourfe to thofe arbitrary and 
tyrannical meafures which he fo loudly condemned in his im- 
mediate predeceffors ; and the neceffity of conciliatory 
meafures for fecuting fome degree of permanence to his ill- 
gotten power ;—his policy is wavering, and his conduét con- 
tradiftory and indecifive. Hence his miniftry and his affem- 
blies, his mock-counfellors and his mock-legiflators exhibit, 
to the aftonifhed eye, a motley mixture of Robefpierreans 
and Briffotins, of furious Jacobins and pretended Moderates ; 
hence his open encouragement of profeffed Terrorifts, and 
his affefted manifeftation of indulgence to Royalifts ;—hence, 
too, his recent recall of two men, as oppofite in their nature 
as fire and water, the two Direttors proferibed in the autumn 
of 1797—Carnot and Barthelemy—the latter of manners 
and difpofition mild, moderate, and benevolent ; the former, 
with the head of Briffot and the heart of Babceuf—a rank re- 
gicide, who has publicly in the face of Europe, afferted his 
claim to the proteétion of the republican rulers, founded oa 
his aétive participation in the murder of his Sovereign. 
Thofe, who are fanguine in - a expectations of ea 
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from a Government compofed of fuch heterogeneous par- 
ticles, and a€tuated by fuch contradi€tory views, muft form 
their conclufions from fome premifes unknown to us. Still 
the Grand Conful of France, confidered as an enemy, is not 
to be treated with contempt. He has fucceeded in reprefling 
the infurre€tions in the weftern departments, before any 
afiftance could be given to.the infurgents from abroad. 
There has ever been, indeed, a ftrange want of combin:tion 
in thefe internal movements, which experience feems inade- 
quate tocorre&t. The affiftance trom this country -has almoft 
always arrived on the French coaft, too foon, or too late, 
But though the infurre€tion be reprefled for the prefent, we 
do not conceive it poflible, fo completely to quell the dif- 
pofition to rife, as to render the prefence of a confiderable 
republican force in thefe departments unnecellary ; even 
were no fears entertained of a foreign invafion. Bonaparte 
has made every poflible exertion to encreafe his armies on 
the Rhine, and on the frontiers of Italy, and there is no 
doubt that the enfuing campaign will bemoft obftinately 
contefled on either fide. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


No domeftic event of very great confequence has hap- 
pened in this month, except one, and that is of the moft un- 
pleafant nature—we mean the alarm of a fcarcity of wheat. 
Various and oppofite are the opinions held re{pe&ting the 
reality, the extent, and the caufes of this moft ferious evil. 
But every one will read with pleafure the excellent advice 
given by Dr. Porteus, the Bifhop of London, in the fer- 
mon he preached on Ath Wednefday, the 26th ef February, 
1800, at the Chapel Royal, St. James’s, and from which we 
thall here give an extract; 

“* Befides the yeafons for the praétice of religious abfti- 
nence, which have here been fated, every man muff, at this 
moment, feel himfelf under peculiar obligations, to obierve a 
more than ordinary degree of abftemioufnefs, both in the 
quantity and quality ot his diet. It has pleafedthe Almighty 
to afflict this land with an wnufual fearcity of one of the 
mott eflential neceffaries of lite. Whether this fearcity may 
not have been exaggerated and increafed, by the arts of un- 
feeling and avaricious men, I will not take upon me to fay : 
but whether it be real or artificial, or (what is perhaps nearer 
the truth) a compound of both, the effet is the fame; a real 
evil refults from it. It hes sen idered the price of bread ex- 


ceflive, and placed it almoft beyondthe reach of the poor. 
J? 















































£16 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 
It is, therefore, aduty we owe to them, and to the public at 
large, to exert our beft endeavours to lower this exorbitant 
price as much as poflibie. 

** There is no danger, I conceive, of exciting, by thefe 
exertions, any needicfs alarm. ‘The alarm has long {ince 
gone forth ; and it isin vain to think of flifling it, by faying, 
there is no {earcity. This is, at the beft, mere matter of 
opinion ; and different men wil! think differently concerning 
it. But there is one point on which all men muft think 
alike—that bread is enormoufly dear, and hardly to be pro. 
cured by the lower orders of the people. It is of no mo. 
ment to them, whether the f{carcity be real or artificial: they 
feel an aétual calamity prefling upon them, and they care 
little about the reafonings of {peculative men. 

‘* This being the cafe, it would be as prepofterous for us 
to fit till with our arms folded, and fuffer the mifchief to ad- 
vance upon us, without any effort to reprefs it, as it would 
be to make no preparations of defence againit an enemy 
landed on our coafts, for fear it fhould {pread a falfe alarm 
over the country. The enemy we have at prefent to en- 
counter is aétually inthe midft of us, is at every man’s door; 


but affails, with peculiar violence, the cottage of the poor. . 


We are, therefore, loudly and imperiouily called upon to 
refit him with vigour; and it behoves the higher clafles, 
more efpecially, to give every afliftance in their power to 
the lower orders ; which, in truth, they feem perfeétly well 
difpofed to do. 

“One mode of relief fuggefled has been that of the 
higheft and the middle ranks of men limiting, to avery mo- 
derate proportion, the quantity of bread ufed in their refpec- 
tive families. This is certainly, in every point of view, a 
very wife and benevolent expedient. The lefs bread is con- 
fumed by the rich, the more, of courfe, there will be left for 
the poor ; and the lefs demand there is for this particular 
article, the lefs temptation will there be to hoard it up, and 
the greater probability there is that the price will fall. Be- 
fides this, when the lower orders fee that their fuperiors deny 
themfelves fome of the comfarts of life for their fakes, they 
will more readily and patiently fubmit to the privations they 
muft neceflarily endure. 

 Itis to be hoped, therefore, that this falutary regulation, 
this wife and humane act of abflemioufnefs, will univerfally 
prevail almong thofe whem Providence has blefled with af- 
fluence, or with competence.” 
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An ANECDOTE, 


HE word dourn, written and pronounced burn in Nor. 
. thumberland, means there only a rivulet. There is a 
place not far from Hexham, called Wark’s Burn, where live 
an untaught race of labouringmen. A rough dad from the 
Burn’s fide, came before the late Bifhop to be confirmed. 
His Lordthip feeing him very unpolifhed in his appearance, 
wifhed to know if his mind was equally negleéted, and afked 
him’ to repeat the Lord’s Prayer. ‘The boy began it—he 
could not finifh it. “ What!” faid the Bifhop, “ young 
man, cannot you fay the Lord’s Prayer?” “ Only a bit 
on’t,” replied the lad, “ but up the burn and down the burn 
we ha’ it among us.” 





Anfwer, by S. Major, of Colyton, to W, Lewis's Queftion, 
inferted OGober 7, 


B* the fuppofition in the queftion, Huuntingdon is == 





9 
¥ 324X—X7—9 —63 miles north, and York 54 miles 


welt of London: whence two legs of a right angled A, 
whofe correfponding hypothenufe is the diftance required, 
and by the proper rule will be found ==82,975 miles, nearly 
83 miles. 


Anfwer, by J, Ninnis, of St. Agnes, to Reclufe’s Charade, 
inferted December 16, 





HEN I your enigmarightly name, 
You'll find what heroes feek for—FAME. 








— 


Anfwer, by P, Gove, of Exeter, to W, Hobbs’s Anagram- 
matical Rebus, inferted December 23. 


HO?’ dire convulfions fhake the world, 
And from their thrones Monarchs are hurl’d, 
Dire revolutions have their birth, 
Sent as a dreadful plague on earth, 
Great George, our King, can well exclaim, 
On Britain's fceptre LO! I REIGN.” 
Vor. XXXV. 2K Long 
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Long may. he reign with loud applaufe, 


Prote&t RELIGION and our laws. 
¢ Wehave received the like anfwer from T. Whicker, 


of Exeter. 





A REBUS, by 7. Gidley, Fun. of Dean Prior, 


EBUSIAN youths! that jocund month difplay, 
When birds melodious fing, and lambkins play ; 
My next to labour feldom e’er doth ceafe 
When fummer reigns, his ftores for to increafe ; 
A ‘beauteous warbler find, whofe pleafing ftrains 
Have charm’d my ear when rambling o’er the plains; 
Then, contemplative bards! you muft unfold 
A beaft rapacious, ravenous, and bold ; 
That brave, illuftrious officer explore, 
Who nobly fought upon a rocky fhore; .- 
An heavenly fcience, laftly, gents. exprefs, 
That is by every righteous man carefs’d : 
With circumfpeétion, Sirs, the fix combine, 
And you'll a celebrated poet find. 





+ 


“eg 


A REBUS, by W. Maddick, of Rattery. 


7 IND gents. that fountain firft I’d have you tell, 
In which the Graces us’d to wafh themfelves ; 
That Spartan lady’s name to mind you'll bring, 
The daughter, wife, and mother ot a King ; 
And who that nymph is thirdly let us fee, 
. Who was immortal for her modelty ; 
And then the fon of Praxonides name 
Who inftituted the Olympic games ; 
A Queen of Lydia next I do require 
Whom the brave Hercules did much admire ; 
And laft of all that youth I’d have you find 
Who toa daffodil, ‘tis faid, did pine: 
Find the initials, and conneé& them right, 
‘Then you an peg name will have in fight. 
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* Poftage of letters muft be paid, or their contents will 


tbe neticed, 
6 POETRY. 
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On the DEATH of EARL HOWE, 
By P. Gove, of Exeter. 


OME, generous Britons! ye whofe feeling hearts 
C Can heave a figh, can fhed the forrowing tear, 
Mourn the brave Howe, who late refign’d his breath, 

Well crown’d with honours, and matur’d in yearse 


Oft o’er old ocean has he fearlefs roam’d, 

Braving all dangers with a placid mien ; 
Dauntlefs engag’d our moft infulting foes, 

And crufh’d the arrogance of France and Spain. 


By thofe heroick a&tions he has won 
Th’ applaufe which laud his ever valu’d name ; 
Deferving honours have to him been paid, 
Honours which rank him high in Britifh fame. 


Let not oblivion veil thefe glorious deeds, 
But dear remembrance radiant!y adoro 

Each Briton’s mind! And may the illuftrious page 
Tranfmit them fafe to ages yet unborn! 


What tho’ the earth contains his mortal pare, 
Doom’d there to mingle with its kindred clay ; 
Swifter than light his fpirit took its flight 
To the bright manfions of eternal day. 








The ST OR M. 
[From an Ode by Dr. Drake.] 


EARD ye the whirlwind’s flight fublime, 
Swift as the rufhing wing of time? 
‘i’ he demon rag’d aloud! 
Vaunting he rear’d his giant form, 
And tower’d amid the gath’ring ftorm, 
Borne on a murky cloud ; 
Vailt horror thook the domeof heav’n, 
As ’neath him far with fury driv’n, 
The viewlefs depths of air, 
Stern o’er the ftruggling globe he paft, 
While paufing nature fhrank aghatt, 


And thro the troubled gloom wild yell’d the fiend defpair. 
Servant 


















































Servant of God! deftru@ive power ! 
Whilft due to wrath the direful hour, 
Thou warn’it a guilty world, 
When burfts to vengeance Heav’n’s bleft fire, 
When lightens fierce the Almighty’s ire, 
On fin-ftruck nations hurl’d ; 
‘Thy terrors load my trembling hell, 
Dread as the madd’ ning tones that {well 
O’er yonder bleak domain, 
Where heaves thy deep, inceflant roar, 
That thakes the {aow-topp’d mountain hoar, 
And with refiftlefg ruin frews th’ affrighted plain. 


Ah! what of hope’s delicious ray, 

As flow the pilgrim takes his way, 
Shall footh his finking foul, 

As round him forms infernal rife 

Of ghaftly hue, whofe hideous cries 
Thro” the vex’d ether roll, 

And mingling in each furf-worn cave, 

Fell {pirits from the murderer’s grave, 
The deed of horror hail ; 

Saw ye the redd’aing meteor gleam ? 

Heard ye, with harfh and hollow fcream, 

Far o’er the dim cold fcathe birds of ocean wail ? 


Fierce o’er the darkly-heaving waves, 

The form with boundlefs fury raves, 
The failor ftarts aghaft, 

His helm to ruthle{s vengeance giv’n, 

O’er the vaft furge {peeds idly driv’n, 

_ As thrieks the hurrying blaft: 

Ceale, Emma, ceafe to hope in vain, 

Thou ne’er wilt view thy lord again, 
He never fhall return ! 

Pale on the defert fhore he lies! 

No wife belov’d to clofe his eyes, 


No friend in pitying tones his wave-drench’d limbs to mourn. 


SONNET #0 MEMORY, 


Sogeces of pleafure, fource of pain, 
Thoughtful treafure, mental train ; 
From palt blifs for ever flow, 

And in the mind for ever glow. 

But o’er each {cene of forrow vain, 

The gloomy pictures of the brain ; 

O’er melancholy thades of woe, 

Let oblivion her mantle throw. 

‘Thus onward as 1 bend my courfe, 
Devoid of fear, without remorfe, 

Scill may’ft thou view preceding times; 
And tracing late iife’s devious tracks 
With confcious retitude look back, 

At follies figh, but not at crimes. 
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